
Application Process for Public Cases 

Obtain an Application 
Download Free Application 

via BOP Website 

Request Free Application via 

Mail 

Court of Common Pleas 

 Criminal Complaint 

 Affidavit of Probable Cause 

 Criminal Information/Indictment 

 Final Plea or Verdict 

 Disposition/Sentencing Order 

 Proof of payment of fines, costs, 

restitution and/or supervision fees 

Magisterial District Judge 

 Citation or Criminal Complaint 

 Affidavit of Probable Cause 

 Disposition/Sentencing Order 

 Proof of payment of fines, costs, resti-

tution and/or supervision fees 

 If more than 7 years have passed since  

you were sentenced, no documents 

are needed. 

Other Required Documents 

 Application with Original 

Signature 

 1 Color Passport Size Photo 

Documents Needed for Application 

The Board of Pardons receives an application and once filed, sends copies of the application to the following: 

Board of Probation and Parole 

Bureau of Standards and Accreditation 

District Attorney and the President Judge 

in the county where the crime(s) occurred 

Board of Probation and Parole 

Staff  conducts investigations on 

behalf of the Board of Pardons. 

The Board of Pardons receives 

the investigative reports from 

the Board of Probation & Parole. 



Merit Review Session 

Board members vote to determine 

if an application will be granted a 

public hearing. 

Granted a Public Hearing 

The Board will grant a Public Hearing if 

two of the five Board members approve. 

Denied a Public Hearing 

If the required number of votes are not obtained, the process ends, and the 

applicant will not receive a recommendation for a pardon or commutation. 

 The applicant, representa-

tive (if applicable), and appli-

cant’s supporters have a to-

tal of 15 minutes to present 

their case. 

 Victims or those in  

opposition also have a total 

of 15 minutes to present 

their opposition. 

Reapplication: 

 The applicant may reapply 12 months 

from the date of the final adverse deci-

sion. 

 An applicant who receives two consecu-

tive adverse decisions cannot file another  

application for 24 months after the date 

After all the applicants are 

heard, the Board  adjourns, 

then returns to vote publicly.  

An applicant must receive a 

majority vote to be recom-

mended. 

Denied Recommendation 

Reconsideration 

The applicant must show a change in cir-

cumstances since the application was 

filed, or other compelling reasons suffi-

cient to justify reconsideration. Dissatis-

faction with the Board’s decision is not 

grounds to request reconsideration. 

Recommendation 

Governor Grants Clemency 

Recommendation goes to the 

Governor for final decision. Governor Denies Clemency 

Notification Letters will be mailed 

out and applicants can re-apply. 

Notification Letters will be mailed 

out and applicants are directed to 

contact the Clerk of Courts to Pur-

sue an Expungement.  The State 

Police are also notified. 

 For more information contact: 

PA Board of Pardons 

717-787-2596 

www.bop.pa.gov 

 

Office of Lt. Governor John Fetterman 

717-787-3300 

http://www.bop.pa.gov

